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A NEW SPECIES OF PROGTOTR UPES REARED FROM THE FERN WEEVIL 
( HYM ENOPTERA, PROCTOTRUPlDAE). 

By E. F. RIEK. 

[ R ead 25th May, 1955.] 

Synopsis. 
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There is only one previ ous host r ecord fo r an Australian r ep r esentative of th e fam il y 
Proctotrup idae. A n ew species of P1'octotnqJes. whi ch was r ea r ed from t h e fern w eevil 
(Sy(tljl'iu s /uh;itarsns Pascoe), is described in this pa per. 

Practically noth ing is known of the biology of the Australian representatives of the 
family P l'octotl'up idae, so i t is of interest to record at least the host of one of t he spec ies. 
The on ly other host record is for Proctot rupes jonlhhwe (Dodd) which was bred from 
the larva of the fungus beetle, Thallis jantldncL (family Erotylidae ). 

P emberton (1921) in a sea rch fol' parasites of t he fe r n weevil ( Syagrilts fulv itarsis 

Pascoe) in coastal New South Wales reared on ly the ichn eumonoid l schiogonus s'Yagrii 

and the chalcidoid E 'ltpe l m'Us sp. The mate rial on wh ich th e present s tud y is based was 
not r eared till 1929 and 1931 a nd nothing is known of the circumstances of its collection . 

The weevil is known to attack the stems of ma n y ferns including tree-ferns and 
brac ken. 

The parasite pupates in the sk in of the host larva (note by L . GallaI'd). 

PnoCToT IW P ES SY AG RIl , s p. novo 
F ema.l e. Shining black; legs includ ing coxae all red , 

fia gellum below pale, t egula pa le. 
scape and pedicel pale and 
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Head, scutum and scutell um smooth , w ith fin e pubescence; propleuron smooth , with 
a few fine, weak, irregular r ugae at 
latera ll y; mesopleu ron all g labrous; 

middle of anterior margi n , otherwise glabrous 
para ps idal furrows distinct only an ter iorl y ; 

propodeum rugoso-foveate over caudal half, anterior half w ith a s trong m ed ian carina 
bordered by irregular foveae, laterad mostly glabrous; petiole very short; abdomen 
abruptly convex above from its base ( in lateral view) . ovipositor only about half as 
long as segment 2 of abdomen; fOl:ewing long. broad, slightly infuscated ; pterostigma 
as wide as long, radial cell d is tinct . broa dening at apical half ; scape not quite as long 
as first funicle , pedicel Quadrate. first fu nicle at least three times as long a s w ide, 
second subeQual to firs t , succeeding segments decreasing, penultimate about one and a 
ha lf times as long as w ide, apical segment di s tinctl y longer than scape. 

Male. L egs a ll pale, scape and pedicel pale but fiagellum all dark. tegu la pale. 
Similar to fema le but d eclivous portion of pl'opodeum relatively larger a nd more 

coa rsel y and irregu larl y rugoso-foveate; antenna s imilar but funicle segments a little 
longe r. 

T ypes, Holotype ~, a llotype d and 5 para types in the Entomology Branch Collection 
of the New South Wales Depar tment of Agriculture. One para type ~ and one para t ype d 
In the C,S.LR.O" D ivision of Entomology Museum. 

'l'ype Locality. H elensburgh, N.S.W. (3 2~, 3 dd ) (July, 1931). 
Locality r ecords. New South Wales : Thi rroul (23-i-1929. L. Gallard), 1 ~; Coalcliff 

(23-i-1929. L. Gallard). 1 ~; Coal dale (12-xi-1929), 1 d. 
The glabrous propleuron without longitudinal rugae or sulci is most dis tinctive, as 

too are the completely pale legs. All other Australian species have some strong 
markings on the propleuron. and the legs a re partl y dark, 
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